


The European Association of Nuclear 
Medicine (EANM), is the largest non-profit 
medical organisation dedicated to nuclear 
medicine in Europe. Since its establishment 
in 1985, the EANM has consistently aimed 
to provide an interactive platform for the 
sharing and discussion of cutting-edge 
developments in the field, fostering the 
exchange of knowledge on disease diagnosis 
and treatment.



Breast cancer is the most widespread cancer in the women population worldwide.  
It is a major global concern, being one of the leading causes of cancer-related morbi-
mortality.
With the motto of ‘Shaping the Future of Breast Cancer Care with Molecular Imaging’, 
we invite you to join a multidisciplinary and international group of experts from all 
the important medical specialties dedicated to improving care for patients with 
breast cancer. The group of panellists is composed of representatives from some of 
the most important medical organisations that work on breast cancer: the European 
Association of Nuclear Medicine (EANM), the European Society of Breast Imaging 
(EUSOBI), the European Society of Surgical Oncology (ESSO), the European Society 
for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO), and the European patient’s representative 
coalition Europa Donna.

During this upcoming Focus Meeting, we want to critically analyse the role of 
imaging in breast cancer, by exploring the utility of nuclear medicine techniques in 
different clinical settings, especially: initial systemic staging, assessment of response 
to therapy, and detection of recurrence. The aim of the meeting is to reach a final 
consensus on the current state of the art in nuclear medicine imaging in breast 
cancer and to generate expert recommendations on how to best guide professionals 
in their clinical decisions. Furthermore, new developments in radiopharmaceuticals 
and treatment/theranostic approaches will be discussed. Finally, we also intend to 
identify the controversial topics and aspects with limited evidence, to provide action 
points to solve and to better address them.

We are confident that, together, throughout this meeting on this wonderful island,  
we will highlight the bright future that lies ahead in the field of breast cancer.

With kind regards,

Paola Anna Erba, Focus Meeting Chair
Sofia Carillho Vaz, Focus Meeting Co-Chair
Karolien Goffin, Focus Meeting Scientific Programme Advisor
Fatima Cardoso, Focus Meeting External Scientific Advisor

Shaping the Future of Breast  
Cancer Care with Molecular Imaging
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VENUE ADDRESS
DoubleTree by Hilton Malta
Qawra – St. Paul’s Bay, SPB 2402, Malta
 +356 2355 2355
 www.doubletree.com/malta

REGISTRATION DESK OPENINGS HOURS
Thursday, January 30, 2025	 07:30-18:00
Friday, January 31, 2025	 08:30-18:00
Saturday, February 1, 2025	 08:30-13:00

CME CREDITS
he EANM Focus Meeting 6: Shaping the Future of 
Breast Cancer Care with Molecular Imaging, Qwara , 
Malta 30/01/2025 – 01/02/2025, has been accredited by 
the European Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (EACCME®) with 16.5 European 
CME credits (ECMEC®s). Each medical specialist 
should claim only those hours of credit that he/she 
actually spent in the educational activity.

Through an agreement between the Union 
Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes and the 
American Medical Association, physicians may 
convert EACCME® credits to an equivalent number 
of AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Information on 
the process to convert EACCME® credit to AMA 
credit can be found at https://edhub.ama-assn.org/
pages/applications .
Live educational activities, occurring outside of 
Canada, recognised by the UEMS-EACCME® for 
ECMEC®s are deemed to be Accredited Group 
Learning Activities (Section 1) as defined by the 
Maintenance of Certification Program of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE
A Certificate of Attendance will be available in your 
personal myEANM-Area after the meeting. Only 
attendees who fill out the evaluation sheet handed 
out during the meeting will receive the certificate. 

CONFERENCE DINNER
The conference dinner is going to take place on 
Friday, January 31, 2025, at 20:00 at the Castello dei 
Baroni. At 19:30 there will be a bus transfer from the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Malta directly to the location. 
Starting from 22:00 until 23:00 there will be a shuttle 
service approx. every 15 minutes back to the hotel.

Location: Castello dei Baroni, Wardija, Malta 

FOOD & BEVERAGES
During the conference, coffee breaks and lunches 
will be provided to all participants. On Thursday 
evening and Saturday noon, during the Welcome 
Reception and the Farewell Lunch, complimentary
finger food and drinks will be served.
On Friday night, EANM invites all participants to 
join the complimentary Conference Dinner
(please refer to “Conference Dinner” above). 

MEDIA
By attending the event, each participant 
acknowledges and agrees to grant EANM the right 
at the Focus Meeting to record, film, photograph 
or capture the likeness of such participant and its 
representatives in any media now available and 
in the future developed, and to use, copy, modify, 
distribute, broadcast or otherwise disseminate at 
any time and on a global basis such media, without 
any further approval from or payment to such 
participant or any of its representatives. 

NAME BADGES
The name badges must be worn at all times during 
the conference. Persons without a name badge will 
be asked to leave the conference room.

INFORMATION 
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OVERALL PROGRAMME

07:30 Registration Desk Opens

08:30-08:45 Opening

08:47-10:29 Track 1 – First Part

10:29-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-13:00 Track 1 – Second Part

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-15:35 Track 2 – First Part

15:35-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-18:00 Track 2 – Second Part

18:00-19:00 Welcome Reception (at Conference Venue)

08:30 Registration Desk Opens

09:00-10:35 Track 3 – First Part

10:35-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-13:00 Track 3 – Second Part

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-15:26 Track 4 – First Part

15:26-16:00 Coffee Break

16:00-18:00 Track 4 – Second Part

19:30 Transfer to Conference Dinner (at External Venue)

08:30 Registration Desk Opens

09:00-10:35 Track 5 – First Part

10:35-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-13:00 Track 5 – Second Part and Closing

13:00-14:00 Farewell Drink (at Conference Venue)

Thursday, january 30, 2025

Friday, january 31, 2025

Saturday, February 1, 2025
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Track 1
Assessing Suspicious Breast Lesions with Imaging 
(T&N Staging) 

Chairpersons: Isabel T. Rubio, Elizabeth Dibble, Thiemo van Nijnatten

Thursday, january 30, 2025

08:30-08:45
Opening & Objectives 
Paola Anna Erba, Karolien Goffin, Sofia Carrilho Vaz

08:47-09:05
Essential Information Needed for Clinical Decision 
Isabel T. Rubio

09:08-09:26
State of the Art in Pathology 
Frederique Penault-Llorca

09:29-09:47
Optimal Diagnosis of Breast Cancer with Radiologic Imaging (T & N Staging) 
Thiemo van Nijnatten

09:50-10:08
Indications for Molecular Breast Imaging (Scintigraphy and PET) 
Elizabeth Dibble

10:11-10:29
Expectations from Lymphoscintigraphy and Imaging-Guided Surgery 
Tessa Buckle

11:00-11:15
Controversy: How to Position Molecular Imaging in Evaluating Breast Lesions?    
Tessa Buckle

11:16-11:23
In Favour    
Elizabeth Dibble

11:24-11:31
Against   
Katja Pinker Domenig

11:32-11:47
The Surgeon's Perspective 
Isabel T. Rubio

11:48-11:58 Questions & Answers

12:00-13:00
Consensus on Imaging for Suspicious Breast Lesions (T&N Staging)   
Sofia Carrilho Vaz

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 
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Track 2
Baseline Systemic Staging of Breast Cancer  
(M Staging) 

Chairpersons: Alessandra Gennari, David Groheux, Katja Pinker Domenig

thursday, january 30, 2025

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

14:00-14:20
How Can Conventional Imaging Help in Clinical Decision 
Martina Bašić Koretić

14:21-14:41
Indications for PET with FDG 
David Groheux 

14:42-15:02
Indications for PET with FES 
Gary Ulaner

15:03-15:18
Molecular Characterisation with wbMRI (Special Clinical Needs & Bone Assessment) 
Katja Pinker Domenig

15:19-15:35 
In ‘Vivo' Molecular Characterisation Using PET 
Geraldine Gebhart

16:00-16:15
Controversy: Is it Time to Include Tumour-Specific Tracers in Breast Cancer Staging? 
Wolfgang Weber

16:16-16:23
In Favour  
Thiemo van Nijnatten

16:24-16:31
Against  
Valeria Romeo

16:32-16:47
The Oncologist's Perspective 
Alessandra Gennari

16:48-16:58 Questions & Answers

17:00-18:00
Consensus on Imaging for Baseline Systemic Staging of Breast Cancer (M Staging) 
Karolien Goffin
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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Track 3
Assessing Systemic Treatment Response  
with Imaging

Chairpersons: Nadia Harbeck, Gary Cook, Pascal Baltzer

Friday, january 31, 2025

09:00-09:18
Clinical Assessment of Treatment Response in Early Breast Cancer  
Nadia Harbeck

09:20-09:38
Imagiological Assessment of Treatment Response in Locally Advanced Breast Cancer 
Pascal Baltzer

09:40-09:58
Clinical Assessment of Treatment Response in Advanced Breast Cancer 
Michel van Kruchten

10:00-10:18
Radiological Criteria to Assess Treatment Response in Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Valeria Romeo 

10:20-10:35
PET in Assessing Treatment Response in Advanced Breast Cancer 
Gary Cook

11:00-11:15
Controversy : Is FDG PET/CT Ready to Assess Therapy Response? 
Malene Gubbe Hildebrandt

11:16-11:23
In Favour 
David Groheux 

11:24-11:31
Against 
Thiemo van Nijnatten

11:32-11:47
The Oncologist's Perspective 
Nadia Harbeck

11:48-11:58 Questions & Answers

12:00-13:00
Consensus on Imaging for Assessing Systemic Treatment Response 
Paola Anna Erba
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Track 4
Assessing Systemic Recurrence with Imaging

Chairpersons: Carolien Schröder, Malene Gubbe Hildebrandt, Ritse Mann

Friday, january 31, 2025

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

14:00-14:20
When to Suspect Tumour Recurrence 
Joana M. Ribeiro

14:22-14:42
The Challenge of Oligometastatic Disease 
Carolien Schröder    

14:44-15:04
Assessing Recurrence with Conventional Imaging 
Ritse Mann

15:06-15:26
Assessing Recurrence with PET/CT and PET/MRI 
Thiemo van Nijnatten

16:00-16:15
Controversy: Is PET Ready to Assess Recurrence in all Breast Cancer Subtypes? 
Philipp Backhaus

16:16-16:23
In Favour 
Malene Gubbe Hildebrandt 

16:24-16:31
Against 
Pascal Baltzer

16:32-16:47
The Oncologist's Perspective 
Carolien Schröder

16:48-16:58 Questions & Answers

17:00-18:00
Consensus on Imaging for Assessing Breast Cancer Systemic Recurrence 
Fatima Cardoso
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Track 5
Future Imaging Challenges & Developments in 
Breast Cancer

Chairpersons: Francesco Schettini, Gary Ulaner, Antoinette Attard

Saturday, February 1, 2025

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

09:00-09:15
Expectations Towards a More Patient-Centred Approach 
Antoinette Attard

09:17-09:35
The Most Promising New Biological Targets 
Francesco Schettini 

09:37-09:55
New Targets Used in Radiopharmaceuticals 
Philipp Backhaus

09:57-10:15
Bone Pain Palliation & Theranostics Possibilities 
Karolien Goffin  

10:17-10:35
Impact of PET-Based Radiation Therapy Planning 
Sofia Rivera 

11:00-11:15
Controversy: What Is Still Needed to Move Theranostics Further in Breast Cancer? 
Gary Ulaner 

11:15-12:15
Overall Consensus 
Sofia Carrilho Vaz

12:15-12:30
Consensus on ‘Relevant Factors to Build a Consensus’  
Paola Anna Erba 

12:30-12:50
Summary of Results and Debate with All Participants 
Fatima Cardoso 

12:50-13:00
Future Directions & Closing Remarks 
Paola Anna Erba, Karolien Goffin, Sofia Carillho Vaz
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PANELLISTS 

We kindly thank our panellists for their valuable 
support
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1	 Antoinette Attard
	 Valletta, Malta 

Antoinette Attard is a retired Senior Practice 
Nurse, and Nurse Educator. She was one of the 
first Practice nurses specializing in breast care 
and was the senior nurse in charge of the Breast 
Care Clinic in Mater Dei Hospital Malta for about 
20 years. Antoinette is now working at the Health 
Promotion and Disease Prevention Directorate. 

She is also a committee member of Europa Donna 
Malta, where she gives support to women and 
their families dealing with breast cancer. She 
also, acts as a scientific advisor to the committee 
during conferences, talks and publications related 
to breast cancer.  Antoinette has been asked to 
present the patient perspective on behalf of the 
coalition of Europa Donna.

Track 5:  
Expectations Towards a More Patient-Centred 
Approach

2	 Philipp Backhaus
	 Münster, Germany 

I am a nuclear medicine physician specialist. Since 
08/24 I hold a professorship for “Imaging Host 
Responses” at the European Institute for Molecular 
Imaging of the University of Münster and the 
Department of Nuclear Medicine at the University 
Hospital Münster in Germany. In the department 
of Nuclear Medicine I am senior physician and 
head of the diagnostics division. 

I received my medical degree at the University of 
Würzburg in 2015. I clinically trained in Nuclear 
Medicine at the University Hospital Münster and 
at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City. I completed my Nuclear Medicine 
specialization in Germany in 2021 and became 
American Board of Nuclear Medicine certified in 
2022.

I work as a postdoc clinician scientist since 
2017 and am now leading a research group. My 
research focuses on molecular imaging of the 
tumor microenvironment  with an emphasis on PET 
imaging in breast cancer.

Track 4:  
Controversy: Is PET Ready to Assess Recurrence in all 
Breast Cancer Subtypes?

Track 5:  
New Targets Used in Radiopharmaceuticals
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3	 Pascal Baltzer 
	 Vienna, Austria

Pascal Andreas Thomas Baltzer, is a radiologist 
at the University Clinic for Radiology and Nuclear 
Medicine at the Medical University of Vienna 
(MUW). He studied human medicine and received 
his doctorate from Friedrich Schiller University 
Jena. He completed his specialist training and 
habilitation in 2011, then became the head of 
breast imaging unit University Hospital Jena. In 
2012, he moved to the MUW, where he became the 
head of the urogenital diagnostic department and 
was appointed professor in 2014. He has worked 
for many years as the editor of various scientific 
journals, and since 2020, has been the chief editor 
of the European Journal of Radiology. He is active 
in several national and international societies, 
past working group leader of the Austrian breast 
imaging working group and urogenital imaging 
working group; executive board of the Medical 
Imaging Cluster of the Medical University 
Vienna, currently executive board member of the 
breast imaging working group of the Deutsche 
Röntgengesellschaft, secretary general of the 
EUSOBI.

Track 3: 
Imagiological Assessment of Treatment Response in 
Locally Advanced Breast Cancer

Track 4:  
Against

4	 Martina Bašić Koretić
	 Zagreb, Croatia

Martina Bašić-Koretić graduated from the Faculty 
of Medicine, University of Zagreb.
She completed a two-year internship at Sveti Duh 
General Hospital while working at the Department 
of Anatomy, Laboratory for Mineralized Tissues. 
After passing the state exam, she became a 
research assistant at the Faculty of Medicine, 
teaching Anatomy and Clinical Anatomy. 
Her research focused on the effects of bone 
morphogenetic proteins on osteoporosis, and 
she co-organized scientific conferences, including 
the First European Conference on BMPs. In 
2001, she began her oncology and radiotherapy 
specialisation at the University Hospital Centre 
Zagreb, focusing on breast diseases. She completed 
a postgraduate course in breast ultrasound 
and advanced in diagnosis and treatment using 
clinical exams, ultrasound, biopsies, and modern 
systemic therapies. She has published numerous 
papers and actively participates in national and 
international conferences.

Track 2:  
How Can Conventional Imaging Help in  
Clinical Decision
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5	 Tessa Buckle
	 Leiden, Netherlands

Assistant professor and scientist working at the 
Interventional Molecular Imaging Laboratory 
at the Leiden University Medical Center and 
the Dutch National Cancer Center – Antoni van 
Leeuwenhoek Hospital in the Netherlands. She is 
the chair of the Translational Molecular Imaging 
and Therapy (TMI&T) committee of the EANM. Her 
research activities are focused on evaluation and 
clinical translation of novel molecular imaging and 
image-guided technologies. 

Track 1:  
Expectations from Lymphoscintigraphy and  
Imaging-Guided Surgery

Track 1:  
Controversy: How to Position Molecular Imaging in 
Evaluating Breast Lesions?      

6	 Fatima Cardoso  
	 Lisbon, Portugal 

Senior Consultant Medical Oncology and founder 
and President of the Advanced Breast Cancer 
(ABC) Global Alliance and of the ABC International 
Consensus Guidelines.

Board certified in medical oncology and internal 
medicine. Received medical degree at the 
University of Porto. Completed fellowships at the 
Jules Bordet Institute (IJB) in Brussels, Belgium and 
at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas. 
Worked for 10 years as Assistant Professor at IJB 
and returned to Portugal in 2010 to create and be 
the Director the Breast Unit of the Champalimaud 
Clinical Center, in Lisbon, until Jan 2025.

Research interests: biology of breast cancer, 
prognostic and predictive markers, new anticancer 
agents and clinical trials.

Deeply involved in global cancer policy and the 
in many professional organizations such as ESO, 
ESMO, ASCO, AACR, EORTC and E.C.O. Editor-in-
chief of The Breast.

Received several educational and research grants, 
including from the European Union and BCRF. 
Authored about 400 publications.

Received several awards, including the Order of 
Santiago da Espada for Scientific Merit (from 
the President of Portugal), 2020 European Breast 
Cancer Science Award, 2021 Umberto Veronesi 
Memorial Award and 2022 ESMO Women For 
Oncology Award..

Track 4:  
Consensus on Imaging for Assessing Breast Cancer 
Systemic Recurrence

Track 5:  
Summary of Results and Debate with All Participants   
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7	 Sofia Carrilho Vaz 
	 Lisbon, Portugal 

Sofia Carrilho Vaz is a nuclear medicine physician 
working at Champalimaud Clinical Center - 
Champalimaud Foundation in Lisbon, Portugal. 
Oncology is her main field of expertise. She is 
a PhD candidate at Leiden University Medical 
Center, The Netherlands, and her work is centred 
in breast cancer. As a member of the European 
Association of Nuclear Medicine (EANM) Oncology 
& Theranostics Committee she has collaborated 
in some EANM guidelines, particularly in breast 
cancer, and European School of Multimodality 
Imaging & Therapy (ESMIT) initiatives. She belongs 
to the examination committee of the European 
Union of Medical Specialists - European Board 
of Nuclear Medicine. She is also the president of 
the General Assembly of the Portuguese Society of 
Nuclear Medicine and an Associated Editor of the 
British Journal of Radiology.

Track 1: 
Opening & Objectives

Track 1:  
Consensus on Imaging for Suspicious Breast Lesions 
(T&N Staging)  

Track 5:  
Overall Consensus

8	 Gary Cook
	 London, United Kingdom 

Gary Cook trained in radiology and then nuclear 
medicine in London. In 2011 he returned to King’s 
College London and Guy’s & St Thomas’ Hospitals 
to the Chair of Molecular Imaging as a clinical 
academic and a nuclear medicine physician 
in the KCL and Guy’s & St Thomas’ PET Centre. 
His research interests include imaging bone 
metastases, measuring tumour heterogeneity, 
radiomics and AI, evaluation of novel tracers and 
biomarkers and refining multimodality imaging for 
diagnosis and response assessment in oncology. 

Track 3:  
PET in Assessing Treatment Response in Advanced 
Breast Cancer
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9	 Elizabeth Dibble
	 Barrington (RI),  
	 United States of America 

Dr. Elizabeth Dibble is a radiologist at Rhode 
Island Medical Imaging who is fellowship-trained 
in breast imaging and in nuclear medicine and 
molecular imaging. She is an Associate Professor 
of Diagnostic Imaging at the Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University. Her research centers 
on optimizing risk-based breast cancer screening, 
improving breast cancer staging with functional 
imaging modalities, and radiology and nuclear 
medicine diversity and workforce issues. 

Track 1:  
Indications for Molecular Breast Imaging (Scintigraphy 
and PET)

Track 1:  
In Favour 

10	 Paola Anna Erba 
	 Milan, Italy 

Prof. Paola Anna Erba is Associated Professor in 
Nuclear Medicine and Diagnostic Imaging at the 
Medical Faculty of Bicocca University, Chair of the 
Nuclear Medicine department of the ASST Papa 
Giovanni XXIII in Bergamo. She is also affiliated 
with the Department of Nuclear Medicine and 
Molecular Imaging at the University Medical Center 
Groningen, the Netherlands. She graduated at the 
Medical Faculty of Insubria University in Varese, 
then she got a Specialization in Nuclear Medicine 
at the University in Pisa, in Clinical Biochemistry at 
the University of Rome Tor Vergata and a PhD in 
“Imaging Cardiovascular Infection” at the University 
Medical Center Groningen, the Netherlands.
 
Prof. Erba is author of 4 thesis dissertations, more 
than 206 Original Scientific Papers (@ February 
2023 Scopus H index 41, 8640 citations) and/or case 
reports published on peer-reviewed international 
journals, more than 150 abstracts in Congress 
Proceedings and invited speakers at several 
scientific national and international meetings. 
Editor of 5 books and 62 book chapters.

Track 1:  
Opening & Objectives

Track 3:  
Consensus on Imaging for Assessing Systemic 
Treatment Response  

Track 5:  
Consensus on ‘Relevant Factors to Build a Consensus’  

Track 5:  
 Future Directions & Closing Remarks 
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11	 Geraldine Gebhart 
	 Bruxelles, Belgium 

Geraldine is focused on molecular imaging and 
theranostic approaches for Breast Cancer. Her 
PhD project explored the role of molecular imaging 
in early response evaluation to anti-HER2 agents. 

She contributed to several key projects, including: 
• Evaluation of the FDG-PET/CT performed in the 
biological window of the NEOALTTO trial, which 
has compared, the preoperative administration 
of trastuzumab, lapatinib or their combination  
•The ZEPHIR study, a phase II prospective 
imaging study evaluating the clinical utility of 
pre-treatment zirconium-89 labelled trastuzumab 
PET/CT and an early FDG-PET/CT response to 
identify patient unlikely to benefit from TDM1.  
• The PHERGAIN study, using FDG-PET/CT to de-
escalate neoadjuvant chemotherapy for early 
HER2-positive BC after two cycles of trastuzumab 
and pertuzumab. 

Her work earned the JNM Editor’s Choice Award 
(2013), Alavi Mandell Award (2013), and Marie Curie 
Award (EANM2023).

Track 2:  
‘In Vivo’ Molecular Characterisation Using PET 

12	 Alessandra Gennari
	 Novara, Italy

Dr. Gennari’s areas of expertise include diagnostic 
and therapeutic innovation in breast cancer. Her 
current research is focused on the identification 
of individual drug responsiveness in breast 
tumors and therapy optimization in metastatic  
breast cancer.

Other active research areas include the evaluation 
of host metabolism in breast cancer, and functional 
imaging by PET-CT with 18F-FES to evaluate 
endocrine responsiveness in advanced breast 
cancer. She is the PI and Coordinator of the ERA-
NET JTC 2011 project (European TRANSCAN project) 
- Early prediction of efficacy of endocrine therapy 
in breast cancer: pilot study and validation with 
18F Fluoroestradiol (ET-FES project).

She is also expanding research interests in 
immunotherapy and response prediction in BC. 
She acts as referee for numerous high-profile 
oncology journals, and has authored more than 
90 peer-reviewed publications as well as numerous 
book chapters, abstracts, and other articles.

Track 2:  
The Oncologist’s Perspective
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13	 Karolien Goffin 
	 Leuven, Belgium

Prof. Dr. Karolien Goffin is staff member of nuclear 
medicine at the University Hospital Leuven 
and associate professor at KU Leuven, Leuven, 
Belgium. She is part of the multidisciplinary teams 
dealing with uro-oncology, functional urology, 
neuro-oncology, epilepsy, breast cancer, and 
head-and-neck oncology. Her main research 
interests are preclinical development of diagnostic 
and therapeutic radiopharmaceuticals, the 
application of existing oncological PET tracers 
in a broad range of malignancies and clinical 
settings and the introduction of novel PET 
tracers and therapeutic radiopharmaceuticals in  
(uro-)oncology.

Prof. Goffin is board member of the Belgian 
Multidisciplinary meeting on Urological Cancers 
(BMUC) and of the Imaging Group of the European 
Organization for Research and Treatment of 
Cancer (EORTC). She is chair of the Oncology 
and Theranostics Committee of the European 
Association of Nuclear Medicine (EANM). She is 
editorial board member of the European Journal 
of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging 
(EJNMMI), Journal of Nuclear Medicine (JNM), 
Cancers, and of Clinical and Translational Imaging 
(CATI).

Track 1:  
Opening & Objectives

Track 2:  
Consensus on Imaging for Baseline Systemic Staging of 
Breast Cancer (M Staging)

Track 5: 
Bone Pain Palliation & Theranostics Possibilities  

Track 5: 
Future Directions & Closing Remarks 

14	 David Groheux 
	 Paris, France  

David GROHEUX, MD, PHD, is a French nuclear 
physician with expertise in oncology. He practices 
at the Saint-Louis hospital in PARIS, where he is 
also a researcher, within a multidisciplinary team 
seeking to better understand the development of 
breast cancer in order to better treat it. He has 
mainly worked on the role of FDG PET/CT in the 
initial staging of breast cancer and in the early 
assessment of neoadjuvant treatment. In parallel 
with his research activity in Paris, he developed 
PET imaging in two departments in France, La 
Charente-Maritime and les Deux-Sèvres, by 
installing the first PET-Scan centers in these 
departments.

Track 2:  
Indications for PET with FDG

Track 3:  
In Favour
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15	 Nadia Harbeck 
	 Munich, Germany  

Professor Nadia Harbeck, MD, PhD, is Director of the 
Breast Center and holds the chair for Conservative 
Oncology at the Dept. of OB&GYN, LMU University 
Hospital, Munich, Germany. She is member of 
the ESMO Executive Board, ESMO Director of 
Education (2023-25), and Subject Editor of the 
ESMO Breast Cancer Guidelines (since 2022). She is 
member of the ASCO Annual Meeting Educational 
Committee (2022-2025) and of the expert panel 
issuing the German AGO recommendations for 
breast cancer therapy (www.ago-online.de). She is 
co-director of the West German Study Group (www.
wsg-online.com). She is a Highly Cited Researcher 
(2021-2024), has authored more than 715 papers 
in peer-reviewed journals (h-index 97) and is 
coordinating editor-in-chief of Breast Care. She 
is a panel member of several international breast 
cancer consensus conferences. Among multiple 
honors and awards, she has received the 2023 
German Cancer Award and the 2020 ESMO Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Track 3:  
Clinical Assessment of Treatment Response in Early 
Breast Cancer  

Track 3:  
The Oncologist’s Perspective

	 Odense, Denmark

I am a Clinical Professor at the Department of 
Nuclear Medicine, Odense University Hospital/
University of Southern Denmark. My work is 
grounded in evidence-based medicine and is 
designed to address patient-relevant questions 
with a strong focus on clinical implementation. I 
believe in the importance of formulating research 
ideas in collaboration with patient representatives. 

My primary research area is clinical breast cancer 
using 18F-FDG-PET/CT. We have shown its superior 
diagnostic accuracy in detecting metastatic 
breast cancer and its impact on clinical practice 
and patient benefit. Looking ahead, our research 
activities will provide level I evidence validating 
the potential survival benefit for metastatic breast 
cancer patients monitored with 18F-FDG-PET/CT in 
a prospective randomised clinical trial as part of a 
European collaboration in www.premiocollab.eu. I 
am also involved in a study on 18F-FAPI-PET/CT for 
staging patients newly diagnosed with high-risk 
primary breast cancer. 

Track 3:  
Controversy: Is FDG PET/CT Ready to Assess  
Therapy Response?

Track 4:  
In Favour

16	 Malene Gubbe Hildebrandt 
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17	 Ritse Mann
	 Nijmegen, Netherlands

Ritse Mann is breast radiologist at the Radboudumc 
in Nijmegen and the Netherlands Cancer Institute 
in Amsterdam. He is research group leader of 
the breast imaging group, performing clinical 
breast imaging research at both institutions. 
Areas of particular interest include breast cancer 
screening and breast MRI. Major achievements 
include the invention of ultrafast breast MRI, 
clinical validation of MRI screening in various 
populations including women with dense breasts, 
and the development of several guidelines and 
state-of-art recommendations in this field. In 
addition, his research focusses on minimal invasive 
therapy and the use of artificial intelligence for 
screening, diagnosis and therapy selection of 
breast cancer. He is member of the executive 
board of the European society of breast imaging 
(EUSOBI) since 2015, and current chairperson of 
the scientific committee. He is chair of the Dutch 
college of breast imaging, and associate editor  
for Radiology. 

Track 4: 
Assessing Recurrence with Conventional Imaging

18	 Frederique Penault-Llorca  
	 Clermont-Ferrand, France  

Frédérique PENAULT-LLORCA, MD, PhD, graduated 
in pathology in 1993 and in oncology in 1995. 
She also received her PhD in Cell Biology and 
Microbiology from the Université d’Aix-Marseille II 
in 1995 on the topic of HER2. Professor PENAULT-
LLORCA is currently Professor of Pathology at 
the University of Clermont-Ferrand, CEO of the 
Centre Jean Perrin Comprehensive Regional 
Cancer Institute, Deputy Director of the INSERM 
1240 IMoST research team and Head of the 
Molecular Biology Platform at the Centre Jean 
Perrin, Clermont-Ferrand, France, and Vice-
President of the UNICANCER GROUP. She chairs 
the Immuno-Oncology Group at UNICANCER R&D 
since 2019. She is a member of several pathology 
and oncology societies (ESMO, ASCO, ESP, AIP, 
SFP). Her main areas of interest as a pathologist 
are female cancers. Professor PENAULT-LLORCA 
has conducted several biomarker-based research 
studies in oncology. She has authored more than 
500 peer-reviewed publications and several books. 

Track 1:  
State of the Art in Pathology  
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19	 Katja Pinker Domenig
	 New York (NY),  
	 United States of America 

Dr. Pinker-Domenig is Chief of the Division of 
Breast Imaging for the Department of Radiology at 
Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians 
and Surgeons (VP&S) and Adjunct Professor at the 
Department of Radiology at the Medical University 
of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. She is an expert in 
translational and clinical breast and oncologic 
gender imaging. Her research interests focus on 
advanced breast imaging with high-resolution 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) using multiple 
advanced MRI parameters, hybrid imaging (PET)/
MRI with specific tracers and the application of AI in 
oncologic imaging to develop imaging biomarkers 
for precision medicine. She has published more 
than >200 peer-reviewed papers in breast and 
oncologic imaging.

Track 1:  
Against

Track 2:  
Molecular Characterisation with wbMRI  
(Special Clinical Needs & Bone Assessment)

20	 Joana M. Ribeiro
	 Paris, France  

Joana Mourato Ribeiro earned her medical degree 
from the University of Lisbon in 2005 and became 
a specialist in Medical Oncology in November 
2011. She completed a fellowship at the Breast 
Unit/Early Trials Unit of the European Institute of 
Oncology in Milan in 2011 and undertook training 
in clinical research methods at Harvard University 
in 2018-2019. She worked at the Breast Unit at the 
Champalimaud Foundation, led by Dr. Fátima 
Cardoso, from November 2012 to September 
2021. Since September 2021, she has been a 
senior physician at the Breast Unit of the Institut 
Gustave Roussy, Oncology Campus, Paris, where 
she leads the translational research platform in 
immuno-oncology with several ongoing window-
of-opportunity trials analyzing the activity of 
immunotherapy and new agents in combination in 
breast cancer. She is an author and co-author of 
articles in national and international journals. She 
is a member of ASPIC, EACR, ESMO, and ASCO.

Track 4:  
When to Suspect Tumour Recurrence
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21	 Sofia Rivera
	 Villejuif Cedex, France 

Dr. Sofia Rivera MD, PhD, is a radiation oncologist, 
head of a radiotherapy oncology unit and 
radiobiology researcher. Her area of expertise 
is breast cancer patients’ care. Her clinical 
activity is associated with pre-clinical  research  
in radiobiology within the INSERM1030 unit. She 
coordinates clinical trials on hypofractionated 
radiotherapy. She leads the 5-day breast 
radiotherapy program, in Gustave Roussy 
implementing scientific, technological and 
organizational innovation thanks to the integration 
of artificial intelligence into clinical practice 
and her whole team commitment and expertise.  
Dr. Sofia Rivera is MD from the University of 
Burgundy (2008). Former assistant professor and 
hospital practitioner in radiation oncology at 
Saint Louis hospital in Paris, she joined Gustave 
Roussy in 2013. In 2016, she obtained her PhD in 
radiobiology. She is the president of the French 
national radiotherapy group of UNICANCER: 
UNITRAD and chair of the ESTRO breast  
focus group.

Track 5:  
Impact of PET-Based Radiation Therapy Planning 

22	 Valeria Romeo 
	 Naples, Italy

Dr. Romeo is a breast Radiologist and Researcher 
at the University of Naples Federico II, Italy. Her 
research activities are focused on the use of 
advanced imaging modalities such as PET/MRI 
in breast imaging, particularly on the application 
of AI techniques for breast cancer diagnosis, 
characterization, stading and response to 
systemic treatment. 

Track 2:  
Against

Track 3:  
Radiological Criteria to Assess Treatment Response in 
Metastatic Breast Cancer  
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23	 Isabel T. Rubio
	 Madrid, Spain 

Isabel T. Rubio is the Head of Breast Surgical 
Oncology at Clinica Universidad de Navarra and 
Professor of Surgery at the University of Navarra in 
Madrid, Spain. She is the Director of the EUSOMA 
certified Breast Center. Board certified General 
Surgeon, Breast Surgical Oncology Fellow at 
Arkansas Cancer Center at Little Rock, USA and 
at the MD Anderson CC in Houston, Texas, USA. 
Dr. Rubio is active in many societies, as President 
of the European Society of Surgical Oncology 
(ESSO), EUSOMA past president, co-Chair of the 
Prevention, Early detection and screening of the 
European Cancer Organization, officer at the 
UEMS Breast Surgery Division, founding member 
and past President of the Spanish Association 
of Breast Surgeons (AECIMA), Founding member 
of EUBREAST. She is the Breast Associate Editor 
of the Journal of Surgical Oncology Published 
over 199 manuscripts and book chapters. She has 
participated in the WHO Global breast cancer 
initiative and PI of several clinical trials.

Track 1:  
Essential Information Needed for Clinical Decision

Track 1:  
The Surgeon’s Perspective

24	 Francesco Schettini
	 Barcelona, Spain  

Born in Naples, Italy, on July 31, 1987, Dr. Francesco 
Schettini graduated with honors in Medicine and 
Surgery at the University of Naples Federico II, 
where he also specialized in Medical Oncology in 
2018. He holds a Ph.D. in Advanced Biomedical and 
Surgical Therapies and currently works as medical 
oncologist in the Breast Cancer Unit of the Hospital 
Clinic of Barcelona, postdoctoral researcher at the 
IDIBAPS in the Translational Genomics and Targeted 
Therapies in Solid Tumors group, and collaborates 
with the Precision Oncology Innovation Chair, led 
by Prof. Prat at the University of Barcelona. Dr. 
Schettini’s research focuses on identifying and 
validating prognostic and predictive biomarkers 
to advance Precision Oncology for HR+/HER2-
negative and HER2-low breast tumors. To date, Dr. 
Schettini has co-authored over 75 publications 
in peer-reviewed journals, is an active member of 
the SOLTI, GIM, EORTC, and GEICAM academic 
research groups and EACR ambassador. 

Track 5:  
The Most Promising New Biological Targets 
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25	 Carolien Schröder
	 Amsterdam, Netherlands

Carolien Schröder, MD, PhD, is a medical oncologist, 
with a focus on breast cancer, at the Netherlands 
Cancer Institute (AVL-NKI) Amsterdam, and the 
University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG), 
the Netherlands. Schröder’s research focus is 
molecular imaging of hormone- and immune 
receptors and their implementation in clinical 
practice, and rare breast cancer subgroups 
including male breast cancer and inflammatory 
breast cancer. She has initiated and led multiple 
studies, from early phase- to multicenter (inter)
national clinical trials such as the ongoing Dutch 
multicenter SONImage imaging study, using 
FES-PET to predict of CDK inhibition benefit. She 
is involved in national breast cancer guideline 
development. Her research, funded by different 
institutions including the Dutch Cancer Society, 
led to over 125 scientific publications, with an 
H-index of >40. She is a frequently invited speaker 
at (inter)national conferences for colleagues  
and patients. 

Track 4:  
The Challenge of Oligometastatic Disease  

Track 4:  
The Oncologist’s Perspective

26	 Gary Ulaner 
	 Irvine (CA), 
	 United States of America 

Gary Ulaner is the James & Pamela Muzzy Endowed 
Chair of Molecular Imaging and Therapy (MIT) at 
the Hoag Family Cancer Institute and Professor 
of Radiology and Translational Genomics at the 
University of Southern California. He has been 
the PI for more than a dozen novel MIT agents for 
patients with breast, prostate, neuroendocrine, 
pancreatic, and myeloma malignancies, funded by 
two NIH R01s and grants from the Department of 
Defense (DoD) Breast Cancer Research Programs 
and Komen Foundation. His trials emphasize 
targeting ER, HER2, PSMA, SSTR and CD38. Gary 
is on the editorial board of 4 leading radiology 
journals, authored the text “Fundamentals of 
Oncologic PET/CT”, and is on the scientific advisory 
boards of GE Healthcare, Lantheus, Nuclidium, 
Precirix, and the Lobular Breast Cancer Alliance. 
Gary lives in California, with his wife, Alena, son, 
Ilya, and daughter, Anabel. He met Alena while 
swing dancing, and they are still dancing, albeit 
with less frequency.

Track 2:  
Indications for PET with FES   

Track 5:  
Controversy: What Is Still Needed to Move Theranostics 
Further in Breast Cancer?
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27	 Michel van Kruchten
	 Groningen, Netherlands

Michel van Kruchten is a medical oncologist 
in the University Medical Center Groningen 
(UMCG), the Netherlands. He obtained a PhD in 
‘Molecular imaging of estrogen receptors in breast 
cancer’, and is involved in various clinical trials 
investigating the role of FES PET. He collaborated 
with international colleagues and was a member 
of the EANM/SNMMI guideline committee on 
estrogen receptor imaging in breast cancer. 
Next to imaging, his area’s of expertise include 
molecular profiling, as a member of the Molecular 
Tumour Board of the UMCG, and development of 
AI tools for translation of quantitative assessment 
of PET scans towards the clinic. 

Track 3:  
Clinical Assessment of Treatment Response in 
Advanced Breast Cancer 

28	 Thiemo van Nijnatten
	 Maastricht, Netherlands

Dr. Thiemo van Nijnatten is a breast- and nuclear 
radiologist at the Department of Radiology 
and Nuclear medicine at Maastricht University 
Medical Center+, Maastricht, the Netherlands. 
In addition, he is assistant professor at GROW 
Research Institute for Oncology and Reproduction 
at Maastricht University. His research includes 
locoregional and distant staging in breast cancer 
patients, using different diagnostic and molecular 
imaging modalities. He is PI of the Dutch multicenter 
REFINE trial, investigating optimized diagnostic 
and treatment strategies for locoregional staging 
in breast cancer patients treated with neoadjuvant 
chemo-immunotherapy. He is chair of the Young 
Club of the European Society of Breast Imaging 
(EUSOBI). Next, he is section editor for the European 
Journal of Radiology (sections: hybrid imaging and 
breast imaging). 

Track 1:  
Optimal Diagnosis of Breast Cancer with Radiologic 
Imaging (T & N Staging)

Track 2:  
In Favour 

Track 3: 
Against  

Track 4:  
Assessing Recurrence with PET/CT and PET/MRI 
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29	 Wolfgang Weber 
	 Munich, Germany 

Professor Weber (b. 1967) is Director of the 
Department of Nuclear Medicine at “Klinikum 
rechts der Isar” (the University Hospital of the TUM) 
since 2018. He specializes in the field of molecular 
imaging and targeted radionuclide therapy. His 
research focus is the combination imaging and 
therapy of cancer (theranostics). Professor Weber 
obtained his doctorate at the TUM in 1995. He then 
worked as an associate professor at the University 
of California, Los Angeles from 2003-2007. In 2007, 
he became Chair of the Department of Nuclear 
Medicine at the University of Freiburg. From 2013-
2017 he was Chief of the Molecular Imaging and 
Therapy service at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center and Professor of Radiology at Weill-
Cornell Medical College, New York.

Track 2:  
Controversy: Is it Time to Include Tumour-Specific 
Tracers in Breast Cancer Staging?
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